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for light surfaces and lead carbonate for- chirk surfaces.
He has also found lead iodide to be an elTeHive
developer, although its colour is a drawback for photo-
graphy.
The present writer has found methyiene blur to be
an efficient agent for developing latent prints on paper,
provided it is quite dry and is lightly dusted over the
surface and then blown off.
The results which this mechanical method is capable
of yielding will depend upon the absorptive* capacity
of the paper. If the surface is very highly gla/.ed, so as
to be comparable with the surface of a japanned tin box,
the prints seem to be quite permanent, and the writer
has developed them quite sharply with methylene blue
after a lapse of three years. But prints made on highly
sized clayed paper, such as is used for book illustrations,
although they could be brought out distinctly niter
several weeks, did not appear when treated in this way
after three years. In the case of tracing paper the marks
were developed clearly after three, weeks, but eould not
be brought up after a few months, whilst the prints
on ordinary card showed all their details for the course
of a few days, but yielded only a faint outline after
18 days. Similar impressions on white hlotting pa.per
could be developed with sufficient detail for identification
for an hour or two after being made, but showed only
faint smudges, with no details, after about a. week.1
To protect the prints from being smudged after develop-
ment, Stockis2 recommend** coating the surface with a
film of a solution of gum arable, alum, ami formalde-
hyde.
1 Analyst, 1920, xlv., 122.